
Masdar City
as a Model EcoCity



Located in the Persian Gulf

Abu Dhabi



Masdar City, Abu Dhabi



• zero-carbon 
• zero-waste  
• fully powered by 

renewable energy

Illustrations by Foster and Partners



Masdar Headquarters

mixed-use – residences, businesses, offices

Foster and Partners



Masdar Headquarters

positive energy building –
producing more energy than it consumes

Foster and Partners



Masdar Institute of Science 
and Technology (MIST)

Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT)



Water will come
from the Gulf. 



Foster and Partners



6 square kilometres 

(2.3 sq mi) 

6.4 km2 

(2.5 sq mi)

50,000 residents

Foster and Partners
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Personal Rapid Transit



Personal Rapid Transit

Masdar City
illustration



Strasbourg, France



“A double-track light rail system
occupies 50 times less urban 
space than the highways and 
parking needed for cars.”

Jeff Kenworthy
Institute for Sustainability and Technology Policy,
Murdoch University, Perth, Australia



MAX 
Portland, Oregon



Portland has more than 240 parks. 



… and 60 miles of bike paths. 



Zenger farm in city of Portland, OR 



Automobiles are banned.



Jaime Lerner
Former Mayor of
Curitiba, Brazil

Former governor 
of Parana



“The automobile is like 
your mother-in-law.

You wish she would go away, but 
you have to learn to live with her.”

Jaime Lerner, Former Mayor, 
Curitiba, Brazil





Photo by Jeff Kenworthy



Las Vegas Suburb

Mexico City



Los Angeles
California

Pune, India







San Diego
California

Water supply
for Atlanta

Georgia



Oil Wars



Foster and Partners



Podcars can become
a tool to transform 
existing cities.



Seoul, South Korea

Cheonggyecheon River



Galveston, Texas Ithaca Carshare



8 block Esplanade
Broadway
New York City





Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART)
San Francisco



BART Fruitvale Station
Oakland, California



Fruitvale Village 
Transit Oriented Development



• Head Start Program
• Senior Center
• High School
• Health Clinics
• Library



Fruitvale – A BART station
Oakland, California



“The overall atmosphere 
of a place without the noise,
fumes, parking lots and 
the bullying dominance 
of vehicles is more 
dramatic than you'd think.”

Anonymous 



Strasbourg, France



“After even a few hours, 
you come to experience the world 
as a new and different place. …”

Anonymous



Amsterdam



“People stop for a friendly 
conversation in the middle 
of the street.”

Anonymous



Groningen, The Netherlands Jeff Kenworthy



“Kids happily play  …”
Anonymous 





“You fall into a contented 
rhythm of movement that must 
mirror the natural order of the 
universe ..”

Anonymous



Zermatt, Switzerland



Zermatt, Switzerland



Zermatt, Switzerland



Foster and Partners



Downtown 
in Transition

Richard Register
EcoCity Builders



Richard Register

EcoCity Emerging



Hundertwasser House 
Vienna, Austria



Enrique Penalosa
Former Mayor of Bogotá

Columbia



"God made us walking 
animals — pedestrians. 
As a fish needs to swim, 
a bird to fly, a deer to run, 
we need to walk, 
not in order to survive, 
but to be happy.“

Enrique Penalosa



Paris, La Rue Mouffetard



The End
(or beginning)





Freiburg, Germany



Freiburg, Germany



Organipónico de Alamar, Downtown Havana

Sections of housing in the inner area of Zurich demonstrate how high 
density apartments are embraced with extensive green areas 



Transit Oriented Development
At a BART station 





Zurich, Switzerland



Sections of housing in the inner area of Zurich demonstrate how high 
density apartments are embraced with extensive green areas 

Inner city, Zurich



The city as forest
Richard Register



Public restroom in Kawakawa, New Zealand 





Ivry
France

Richard Register



La Rue Montorgueil, Paris





EcoCities:
cities in balance 

with nature



Freiburg, Germany



The city will cover 6 square kilometres (2.3 sq mi) 

on a site 6.4 km2 (2.5 sq mi) in size and will be home 

to 50,000 people and 1,500 businesses, primarily commercial 

and manufacturing facilities specialising in environmentally-friendly 

products, and an expected 40,000 workers will commute to the city daily

It will also be the location of a university, the 

Masdar Institute of Science and Technology (MIST), 

which will be assisted by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT

Automobiles will be banned within the city; travel will be accomplished 

via public mass transit and personal rapid transit systems, with existing road

and railways connecting to other locations outside the city.[



Madagascar



Venice
Italy



Gulang Island
Fujian, China

Fez-al-Bali 
Morocco



Houston Suburb







Deconstructing houses in Seattle
Salvaging the materials



Deconstructing houses in Seattle



Restored Farmland


