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How Should We Weave the Fabric of Sustainability?How Should We Weave the Fabric of Sustainability?
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Critical

Sectors

And 

Essential

Themes

The Power of a Systems ApproachThe Power of a Systems Approach

Paradigm-changing Redesign

Places to Intervene in a System 
(Donella Meadows)

9. Numbers (subsidies, taxes, standards). 
8. Material stocks and flows. 
7. Regulating negative feedback loops. 
6. Driving positive feedback loops. 
5. Information flows. 
4. The rules of the system (incentives, punishment, 
constraints). 
3. The power of self-organization (surviving change by 
changing). 
2. The goals of the system. 
1. The mindset or paradigm out of which the goals, 
rules, feedback structure arise. 

How do you change paradigms?How do you change paradigms?
(after Thomas Kuhn and Donella Meadows)(after Thomas Kuhn and Donella Meadows)

Point out flaws in old system

Advocate for new paradigm

Work with active change agents and the 
open-minded

Model the system and see the whole


