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If podcars are so good, why don’t 
we have them already?

1. IT-revolution (possible 
for large scale)

2. More matured venders
(Posco / BAA / NASA…)

3. Necessity for change
(transport planning is no 
longer just a local issue 
– global factors counts, 
as climate and oil)



…and most important in changes?
Examples!

Heathrow, London, UK
1st phase inaugurates 2009

Vectus test site, Uppsala, Sweden
Opened Oct 2007

Vectus test track is now safety approved
for public use by Swedish Rail Agency



Many studies and plans in Sweden

Kiruna

Karlskrona

Södertälje, Stockholm

Linköping

Umeå

Gävle

Uppsala

Gothenburg

Uddevalla

Malmö

Hofors

Jönköping

Eskilstuna

Östersund/Åre



Network applications

Local
circulation

Feeder system
Collector/distributor
to and from stations

City-wide network
Ex. Eskilstuna



City-wide network

Podcar City Ring for Stockholm 2020?
(SIKA – Governmental Transport Agency)

Stockholm Podcar Ring:
• Links to existing metro/rail system
• A backbone for local nets
• Higher speed than on local nets
• Both for people and goods



City-Wide for Midsized Town

Eskilstuna: around 100.000 inhabitants
• Links to rail station 
• Links external shopping centre
• Can serve as a landmark



Where to start?

1. Feeder system to rail/metro station: Södertälje, 
Botkyrka, Kista

2. Link external shopping area to city centre:
Uppsala, Uddevalla, Eskilstuna, etc

3. Cross barriers / overcome obstructions (water, 
railroad, motorway, green areas): Umeå, 
Helsingborg, Linköping, etc

4. Connect special objects – cultural, airport, 
turism: Östersund, Åre, Sigtuna, Värmdö



Feeder systems

Stockholm (Source: RUFS)

Assume net 1 = net 2 (#stations & length)
Cost: net 2 < cost net 1
Benefit: net 2 > net 1

6 nods =>
15 relations

12 nods =>
66 relations



External shopping malls <–> City Centre

• Access mall 
without car 

• Move around 
shopping area 

• Park n’ Ride

• Easy access to 
the town centre 
with its services

Stockholm (Skärholmen), EU-project EDICT

Nota bene: Shopping is done by foot



Cross barriers

Stockholm, Nynäsvägen Gävle



Special objects

The Getty Center (L.A.) 
has a computer-
operated tram

Östersund: New hotel/arena complex accessed with podcars?

ALWEG in Disneyland 1959



Roadmap

Commercial
systems

Ideas
Innovation

Analysis
Plans

Test tracks
< 1 mile

Pilot tracks
2-12 miles

Large
networks

R&D funds Venture capital Gov. guarantees
Build/operate/
transfer Stock market

2007 2009 2012-15 2016 ->

2005



������
��������	
��

����������	
��������	
��

����������	


�
�����
�������
�����
������

Thank you for your attention


